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manner all clay-tablet letters or produce and merchandise
belonging to the royal house were sure of being forwarded.
This organization formed the beginnings of a system which
continued for many centuries in the Orient. In this way the
emperor received the letters and reports of some sixty gover-
nors over districts and provinces, besides many subject kings
who were sometimes allowed to continue their rule under
Assyrian control. We even have several clay-tablet letters
dispatched by Sennacherib himself when he was crown prince,
and addressed to his royal father Sargon.'14

One factor which helped to make the Assyrian army the
most terrible war-machine of the ancient world was the use
of iron. The new metal had been introduced by the Hittites
of Anatolia and almost immediately adopted by the Assyrian
armourers. "The bulk of the Assyrian army was composed
of archers, supported by heavy-armed spearmen and shield-
bearers. Besides these, the famous horsemen and chariotry
of Nineveh became the scourge of the East. . . . Besides their
iron weapons and their war-machines the Assyrian soldiers
displayed a certain inborn ferocity which held all western
Asia in abject terror before the thundering squadrons of the
Ninevites. Wherever the terrible Assyrian armies swept
through the land, they left a trail of ruin and desolation
behind. . . . Through clouds of dust rising along all the main
roads of the Empire, the men of the subject kingdoms beheld
great herds of cattle, horses and asses, flocks of goats and
sheep and long lines of camels loaded with gold and silver,
the wealth of the conquered, converging upon the palace at
Nineveh.'14

This palace, with aH its resulting splendour, was now
inherited by Esarhaddon. The new king's temperament
differed greatly from that of his father. By adopting a long-
term policy of conciliation and careful diplomacy he attained
results which would have involved Sennacherib in the loss of
innumerable lives. Almost the first step he took was to
rebuild the city of Babylon, and the consequent gratitude and
goodwill of the Babylonians relieved him of the necessity of
himself defending their country against the avarice of Elani
and the importunities of the Chaldeaijs, now led by a son of
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